
THE MAYHEW PROGRAM
...a good start on the future
Mayhew Challenges and helps at-risk New Hampshire boys to believe in themselves, work 
well with others and find their best.
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It’s a popular Mayhew activity – and 
a fine metaphor for life.  In this time 
of deep  uncertainty and challenge – 
when there’s so much to pull us down 
– reaching for something higher, getting 
our butterflies in formation, stretching 
beyond what we know we can do…It’s 
tough.  Maybe tougher than it has been 
in a long time.

This spring, the pandemic forced us to 
Zoom our support to the boys, rather than 
giving them a hand up in-person.  This 
summer was the first time in 51 years that 
boys from across the state weren’t racing 
and climbing all over the island, finding 
their best.  Instead, the staff raced and 
climbed to every corner of New Hampshire 
– in masks, outside, physically distanced 
– helping the boys do their racing and 
climbing at home and throughout their 
neighborhoods (and they haven’t stopped 
since).  Fueling this morphed Mayhew 
has seen its own challenges, falls – and 
inspiring climbs.  We’re so thankful to the 
sponsors and golfers who stood strongly 
and gave generously to the Fore the Boys 
tournament despite knowing it might 
have to be cancelled due to the pandemic.  
The NH Marathon, a Newfound region 
tradition and inspiring support for 
Mayhew, Tapply-Thompson Community 
Center and the Circle Program, did not 
toe the start line this year.  But plans are 
already percolating for next year’s race.  So 
many climbs when failure has seemed as 
certain as gravity.  

September saw two special climbers 
returning to lift Mayhew.  Seventeen 
years after arriving on island at ten 
years old, Jacob was back, sharing his 
memories and enthusiasm with his 
girlfriend and me.  As we approached 

Climbing

the now retired, fifty-four-foot-high Zip Line tree, Jacob sparked, “Most exhilarating 
thing I’ve ever done, also the most terrifying thing I’ve ever done.”  Later, on 
the way back to the Lodge through the woods, he smiled widely, “I can remember 
walking down this trail and just being happy.”  

Some weeks earlier, Nick, another Mayhew alumnus, happily shared some of his 
memories from 23 years ago, “Before I went to Mayhew, I never thought I’d 
be a climber.”  He talked about only being able to push himself ten feet up his first 
climb.  Almost three weeks later, he challenged himself to the very top of the sixty-
eight-foot-high Sargent’s Stretch.  Here he was still beaming and drawing strength from 
climbs more than two decades old.  Now, fourteen years into his career and a newly 
appointed manager of his own store, Nick was telling me about how he tries to help 
each member of his team do their own climbing, focusing more on being a leader-by-
example “than a boss.”  

Our visit wrapped with some more inspiration, courtesy of Nick, his Divisional Manager 
Tennyson Cox (daughter of Fred Harwood, keen supporter of Manchester’s INTI Academy), 
and Aaron’s Community Outreach Program, which forwarded a grant of $1,500 to 
Mayhew (see page 5).  Fuel to help today’s Mayhew boys toward their own climbing!    

Looking up to Nick, Jacob, and to You, 

Jim Nute
Executive Director

Taking The nexT sTep
DeShaun, during August’s Mayhew Island graduation,  

capping his first two years and looking forward to his next six.  
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2020 has been a challenging year for everyone, really the entire 
world! We hope all of you have been able to stay safe and 
meet your family’s needs. The staff has worked hard to support 
the current boys, enroll new boys and offer a helping hand to 
alumni. We have tried to take care of one another whether it 
has been a Zoom visit or our many in-person visits with the boys 
across the state.

We are now looking ahead to what 2021 may hold for us.  
It’s going to be a challenge, just how challenging remains to be 
seen.  There will undoubtedly be additional expenses. Testing, 
PPE, and establishing safe social distance all come with a cost. 
It’s going to be critical for Mayhew to have the resources 
available to meet these needs. We need to have a strong finish 
in 2020.  Thank you for your past support!  We hope you will 
continue to be there for the boys today, tomorrow, and long 
into the future.

2020 – 2021 Challenge

North Cabin: Groton School Camp  
to Mayhew’s 51st Year-and Beyond
Most folks probably haven’t noticed the 
funky little brown building not far from the 
shore on Mayhew Island’s northeast side. 
It’s been tucked into the trees since the 
days of the Groton School Camp (GSC). 

Over its more than 80 years, North Cabin 

has been a home away from home for 
directors, their families and camp staff 
first for GSC, then for Mayhew. In the 
1970’s, it received a face lift and addition 
designed by Yale architecture students. 
This added space brought in the beauty of 
the lake and surrounding trees through tall 

windows and a big, airy common room. In 
the time since, though, it has grown more 
apparent that the addition did not offer the 
most practical housing. 

With maintenance issues increasing and 
housing and infirmary needs changing, 
Mayhew has been very fortunate 
that many community members and 
foundations have stepped forward to help 
build a new North Cabin. It will be home 
to an expanded, much better equipped 
infirmary and separate staff housing. While 
the planning began pre-COVID, these times 
have only cemented the need- now and 
into the future. For decades, North Cabin 
was a place of rejuvenation, where seeds of 
lifelong friendship were nurtured, we know 
this new building will continue in this way. 

nORTh CaBin
80+ years of being more than a mere place!

Hayden is all smiles as he completes his climb

Support Mayhew with NH Tax Credits
New Hampshire businesses can support our 

building project by purchasing tax credits. The 
credit may be applied against the Business 

Profits Tax, Business Enterprise Tax, or 
Insurance Premium. For more information,  
call Monica Zulauf, Development Director, 
(603) 744-6131 or monica@mayhew.org
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Mayhew Recognized for Impact!
We are excited and honored to join Arts 
in Reach in being named winners of the 
2020 Nonprofit Impact Award by the NH 
Center for Nonprofits.  “The Nonprofit 
Impact Award celebrates the vision, 
strategy, and innovation that we see 
throughout the nonprofit sector,” said 
Kathleen Reardon, CEO of The Center.  
“We were so pleased to recognize 
The Mayhew Program for its 
profound and lasting impact on the 
boys and families it serves, as well as 
its strategic growth and commitment 
to organizational excellence.”  

Since its inception in 1969, Mayhew has 
continually strived to improve its support 
for the boys, to keep getting better at 
what works and to change what doesn’t, 
knowing that sometimes the smallest 
changes can have the biggest impact and 
that there’s no stopping when it comes 
to learning forward.   

In talking about Mayhew and its 
impact, Greyson’s mom, Bobbie, said a 
lot – and set a high bar for the future, 
too: “Mayhew means growth and 
friendships. Mayhew means learning 

respect for others and yourself.  My 
son’s Mayhew experience has made 
him a better person. He spends more 
time with his autistic baby sister and 
spends less time on video games. 
He’s more respectful and helpful…
Thank you!”

Thank you, Bobbi, Greyson, Kathleen, the 
NH Center for Nonprofits and so many 
others!  Together, we’ll keep making an 
impact!

geTTing BeTTeR Means nO sTOpping
Jim Nute gratefully accepts the  

Nonprofit Impact Award on behalf  
of the Mayhew community.

LasTing iMpaCT
2011 Alum Branden and girlfriend Kaela make a surprise visit  
in August. Looking at the 2006 photo album, Branden said,  

“This whole program was the best thing that happened to me.”  
Kaela added, “He talks about Mayhew every day.”
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It kicked off like any other year with 
January reunions, lots of game nights, 
dinners at the Base House and looking 
forward to the annual ski trip. Days after 
skiing at Waterville Valley, New Hampshire 
shut down. Mayhew quickly retooled and, 
like most of you, learned new skills to 
make it possible to connect. Outreach staff 
helped the boys adjust to the new normal 
while relying on many of Mayhew’s deeply 
rooted activities. Zoom trivia games and a 

virtual chess tournament got us over the 
first hurdle. By early May, it was apparent 
that we could not be on the island safely, 
and the camp would not open. The good 
news was that we could start with limited 
face-to-face visits. Fishing, hiking, and 
biking became the go-to activities. We 
put out the call to the community for bike 
racks and fishing gear, and the community 
answered!  We had plenty for everyone.

Mayhew guys 
also spent the 
spring and 
summer working 
in essential jobs 
across the state. 
Several worked 
in supermarkets, others took care of 
younger siblings and took on extra family 
responsibilities. Way to step up and make 
it happen-thank you!

Before 1989, chess was a side activity on Mayhew Island. 
Each summer, a few boys would learn to play, and boards 
were available. The summer of 1989 saw endless days of 
rain, and the indoor activities were wearing thin.  Summer 
counselor Paul VanDeCarr came up with the idea of 
holding a HUMAN CHESS GAME! The activity was a hit 
and has been repeated every year since.  Like Mayhew, the 
concept has been expanded and improved upon. It is now a 
bracketed competition between cabins until only two players 
remain. Those players face-off in the hockey arena while the 
other boys assume the roles of the chessmen.  
This year, the chess game was open to all boys in the 
program, and competitions were held virtually by region. 
Many people tuned in live on Facebook to see the final 
match. Connor, a fourth year, and Ashlar, an eighth year, 
battled it out, with Ashlar earning this year’s title.

Chess at 
Mayhew

We Biked We hiked We Fished

2020: We Still Made it Happen!

Human Chess Game 1990 Human Chess Game 2017

Virtual Chess Game 2020
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In the summer of 2013, Eli took that first 
step onto Mayhew Island. His Mayhew 
journey began-as it has for all boys, at least 
prior to 2020-with the Island Challenge. 
Home was not a great place for Eli, and 
he was excited to get away and try a new 
adventure. Like many of the other boys, he 

was nervous and excited. He hadn’t spent 
much time outdoors and certainly had not 
shared a cabin with six other boys. Mayhew 
is a lot to take in during those first days. 
Learning the structure and routine and 

pushing yourself in ways you could never 
have imagined.  By the end of the session, 
he didn’t want to leave. Eli felt accepted, 
and that made it easier for him to push 
himself. The voice in his head changed 
, too” “Don’t tell  yourself, ‘You can’t.‘ 
The difference for Eli was in the support 
he received from his cabin counselors, 
lodgemasters, and everyone at Mayhew. 

After the summer, Eli’s outreach worker 
was Grayson Richey. Grayson offered 
support and guidance as Eli moved into 
his teens, navigating some of life’s biggest 
challenges; school and complicated home 
life. Having a better sense of life on the 
island made Year Two much easier and 
allowed Eli to give back by helping the first-
year boys.

Eli moved out of state for a couple of 

years, but Grayson continued to stay in 
touch. When Eli moved back to New 
Hampshire, Grayson was the first person 
he called; he wanted to come back into 
the program! Now that he has begun the 
Extension phase of Mayhew (for the 16-18 
year-olds), Grayson continues to be there 
for him. In 2019 Eli was accepted to work 
in the kitchen for the summer, qualifying 
him for graduate scholarship money. Eli is 
now a freshman at New England College. 
He is majoring in Communication Studies 
with the goal of working in the music 
business. When not on campus, you can 
find Eli working at the Verizon store in 
Concord or Raymond! 

Finding a Way- Eli “Mayhew is 
community; it’s a 
lifestyle, a mindset 
of I can do it”

 Eli, 2020

“Mayhew helped me 
learn how to face 
challenges and not 
be afraid”

 Eli, 2020

iT’s aLL YOu
Grayson Richey and Eli at Verizon, 2020

a gReaT TiMe
Eli enjoying every second  

of his first summer with the  
Clockwork cabin group, 2013.

“Eli is absolutely filled with joy, and he makes every effort to spread it around.  
He is one of the most resilient kids I know.”

 Grayson Richey,  
Assistant Program Director, 2020

shOWing  
The WaY

Liam, fourth year, 
donates his bike  

to Mayhew

CLiMBing suppORT
2003 Alumnus Nick and Aaron’s 
Community Outreach Program 
energize the boys with a grant  

of $1,500.  Thank you, Nick,  
for paying it forward for those 

following you through Mayhew!
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The pandemic has upended almost every item on the calendar.  Multi-decade events 
were canceled; Mayhews’ Fore the Boys golf tournament, the New Hampshire Marathon, 
and other smaller events could not be held safely.  Many sponsors and participants still 
supported the boys, and we are grateful and looking forward to getting these events 
back on track.

Not everything was canceled, and we had some pleasant surprises too! 
In August, USB Financial Services and Mayhew Trustee Tom Berry organized a socially 
distant Bramble at the Laconia Country Club. 

The NH Center for Nonprofits and the New Hampshire Charitable Foundation knocked 
it out of the park by hosting and sponsoring a record breaking one-day fundraising 
campaign benefitting 488 organizations and raising nearly $3.4 million dollars through 
NH Gives.  So many from within and outside the Mayhew community stepped up, 
helping to raise more than $25,000, putting Mayhew in first place among participating 
Lakes Region organizations! 

Postcard Pals: Every summer, we have a dedicated group of community members 
send postcards to the boys on the island. It’s nice to get mail, and it helps with the 
homesickness. Even though we didn’t have boys on the island this summer, we did 
want the boys to feel connected. We asked, and you answered; almost 100 of you sent 
postcards to EVERY boy in the program. In these times, when many people are feeling 
isolated, it was nice to see so many connections.

It Takes a Village

Like the changing leaves, every fall brings the good folks from the Bristol Hannaford out to Mayhew Island.  
They put in a long hard day to make things look like new.

sTaMp OF appROvaL
Kovyn is surprised by his postcard

Bramble celebrates 8 years
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Camp Pasquaney has been up on the 
hillside overlooking Newfound Lake 
since 1895. While it’s not unique for 
one camp to help establish another, few 
relationships last more than 50 years and 
run as deep as Mayhew and Pasquaney. 
If not for the dedicated group of leaders 
from Camp Pasquaney, there might not 
be a Mayhew Program.  

The leadership of Pasquaney, along with 
members of the Groton School, worked 
tirelessly to bring the Mayhew Program 
to life in 1969 to serve at-risk New 
Hampshire boys. For a detailed history, 
please check out pasquaney.org/ the 
White Birch winter issue. 

Today, in addition to the traditional 
baseball game between the Mayhew 

boys and the Pasquaney boys each 
summer, a third-year Mayhew boy 
is selected to begin his Pasquaney 
experience. This opportunity is provided 
at no cost to the boy or his family. Many 
boys have walked Mayhew Island and 
then Pasquaney Hill since the early ’70s. 
The combination of these two programs 
is best summed up in the words of 
Domineaq, now a fifth-year Mayhew 
Link.

Community Corner: Camp Pasquaney 

Domineaq (right) and DJ (left), both Mayhew boys attending Pasquaney, take the field 
for the traditional summer baseball game between the two programs.

What did Mayhew and 
Pasquaney mean to me? Mayhew 
is a program that sets you up 
to be a better you, and a person 
who can face diversity, challenge, 
and separation. Pasquaney on 
the other hand, brings to you 
diversity as well, because you 
interact with kids from all around 
the world and, together, we do 
chores and go on expeditions. 
Pasquaney and Mayhew are both 
significant because they both set 
you up for success and friendships 
that last a lifetime!” 

Domineaq, age 14

gRaTeFuL MiLesTOnes
Dear friend and mentor and recently 
retired Director of Camp Pasquaney, 
Vin Broderick, delivers a very special 

Pasquaney gift, a bronze plaque 
commemorating the 50th year of 

partnership between Pasquaney and 
Mayhew in service to deserving NH 

boys.  Vin and many other Pasquaney 
legends, like Owen Lindsay, Sr., worked 
hard to bring Mayhew to life in 1969 
– and to grow it stronger every year 
since.  Thank you, Pasquaney!  And, 
Vin, our deeply felt congratulations 

and gratitude to you for your decades 
of guidance and friendship and for 
your incredible 23 years of moving 

Pasquaney forward!

“
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Keep up with Mayhew via the website and Facebook, 

search for “The Mayhew Program”.

For those of you who 
would like to give to 
something specific!

• Fishing Gear
• Cookout Equipment
• Wood Splitting Wedges
• Sledgehammers
• Rakes
• Small Frame  

Mountain Bikes (2)
• Snowshoes

We can always use 
gift cards of any 
denomination, such as

• Irving Gas
• Home Depot
• EMS
• REI
• Amazon
• Market Basket
• Hannaford

We now have a public list on amazon - 
The Mayhew program. 

Wish List 2020


